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It will be noticed that there are very few trees in the village. Those which do exist cluster together in well-defined groves. The largest tree area is that within or surrounding the village site. Among the fields here and there are two or three groves of mango trees. There are isolated trees of the kind that yield timber, such as the tun, the shisham, or the nim. The mango tree itself yields timber, but it is principally grown for the sake of its fruit-, and on that account is very valuable. Usually, if there is an isolated tree, its shade is detrimental to the crops in the immediate vicinity, and therefore agriculturists always try to plant clumps or clusters in those parts of the village which are not very fertile for ordinary crops. The shade trees, such as the far-famed banyan or the pipal, are generally in or around the village site. They often mark the shrine of a tribal or a local god, and sometimes harbour snakes in their hollow trunks. As the snake, however, is considered sacred, and is sometimes looked upon as the guardian genius of the village, the villagers entertain no fear on that account. They sometimes feed them with milk, and therefore the snakes themselves rarely molest the human beings around them. In the branches of these spreading trees there is a large quantity of bird life. Pigeons, doves, mainas, green pigeons, sparrows, crows, and owls find a habitation there; while the pretty striped squirrel that skips with such wonderful agility from branch to branch,